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Waterwatch in review

Mathew Fegurson teaching students from St Monicas Primary School about catchments

During the year, 17 high schools and 5 primary schools were involved
in Waterwatch activities. All the high schools tested water quality in
their local creeks and entered the data onto the Streamwatch
database. The information helps the Trust and local councils better
manage our waterways. Some schools even reported pollution
incidents that councils followed up on.

Each year to thank the Streamwatch students for all their hard work
and dedication, the Trust takes the students on a Harbour Cruise and
picnic at Chowder Bay (Mosman) to present the annual awards. The
winners were:

• Alan Cupit Award for Educator Excellence - Mathew Ferguson from
Parramatta Marist Brothers 

• Platypus Award for excellence and innovation by the best team in
the catchment - Girraween High School

Excellence Awards sponsored by the local councils for the best team/s
in each council area
• Parramatta City Council - Arthur Phillip High School and Macarthur

Girls High School

• Holroyd City Council - Girraween High School

• Baulkham Hills Shire Council - Muirfield High School and
Crestwood High School

• Blacktown City Council – Grantham High School

Proficiency Awards

Trust leads push for Water Sensitive Urban
Design (WSUD) in Sydney 

Over a hundred people attended a seminar
at the Holroyd Centre in Merrylands on 9
November 2001 to launch a program to

encourage water sensitive urban design (WSUD) in Sydney. 

WSUD is a new urban planning and design approach that focuses on
stormwater treatment and use on individual properties and
neighbourhoods as a key design feature. By integrating stormwater
elements into the design, many environmental, aesthetic, recreational
and economic benefits can be obtained. WSUD can include rainwater
tanks, minimising sealed areas, water efficient appliances, native
gardens, pollution traps, infiltration, filter strips and on-site detention.

The new WSUD program aims to build the capacity of local councils,
council officers, developers and designers to incorporate water
sensitive features in all new developments. It will include workshops,
demonstrations, a design competition and new planning provisions
and guidelines. 

The WSUD Capacity building program is a joint initiative of the Trust,
the Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (WSROC) and
the Sydney Coastal Councils Group. Subject to the outcome of a
current Stormwater Trust grant bid, the new program will run from
March 2002 to June 2003. 

Local Member is new Minister for Trust 
The Hon John Aquilina MP, the State Member for Riverstone, was
appointed Minister for Land and Water Conservation, as well as
Minister for Fair Trading, in the State Cabinet reshuffle late last year.
As Minister for Land and Water Conservation, Mr Aquilina is
responsible for the Trust. Mr Aquilina is well qualified for that role,
being a Mayor of Blacktown in the late 1970s when flooding was a
major and recurring problem. Mr Aquilina’s electorate takes in part
of the upper Parramatta River catchment, including Seven Hills,
Lalor Park and Kings Langley.

Update on multi-use recreational pathways
The Trust is investigating building a network of pathways along
the local creeks for use by cyclists, walkers, or picnickers. A report
prepared on behalf of the Trust, with the assistance of a grant from
the RTA, shows that a network of pathways is possible and could be
a fantastic asset for the local community.

Consultants Jamieson Foley, prepared the "Multi Use Recreational
Pathway Concept Plan", which was placed on public exhibition in
December 2000.  A steering committee with representatives from each
of the local councils and the RTA will review the public comments and
make recommendations on ways that the plan can be implemented. 

Keep an eye out for progress updates in this newsletter.

PROJECT

Aerial photograph of North Wentworthville

The adopted Floodplain Management Plan provides for a new flood
culvert beneath Briens Road, voluntary purchase and removal of
several severely flood prone residences, studies of several other flood
problems, improved emergency planning and measures to increase
public awareness of the flood risks. The Trust jointly funded the latest
study and has signalled its willingness to help fund implementation of
the Floodplain Management Plan. 

January storm pollutes Sydney Harbour
The short storm on 7 January 2002 that brought welcome relief to
weary fire fighters swept a large amount of pollution into local
streams and down into Sydney Harbour. At the Trust’s water quality
monitoring station on the Parramatta River at Cumberland Hospital,
near the catchment outlet, 106 tonnes of suspended sediment, 800 kg
of nitrogen and 160 kg of phosphorus were measured during the 6-
hour storm. All of this was deposited in the upper reaches of the
harbour. The much higher concentration of sediment was caused by
the soot and dust from the nearby bush fires, as well as the long dry
period before the storm. 

UPRCT Annual Report
The Trust’s 2000-2001 Annual Report is now
available. The report provides a summary of
the Trust’s achievements during 2000-2001.
For a copy call the Trust on 9891 4633 or
download a copy from the web site
www.uprct.nsw.gov.au.

Farewell and good luck Frank!
The Trust’s popular Environmental Officer,
Frank Gasparre, has resigned to take up a
post with the Department of Land and Water
Conservation as State Waterwatch
Facilitator. As a catchment resident, Frank
hopes to continue his involvement with local
environmental activities. The Trust thanks
Frank for his contributions and wishes him
well in his new career.

Chemical spills polluting our creeks

The spill left an oil slick on the water suface and marked the drain walls.

During late 2001, oils and chemicals were illegally dumped into
Toongabbie Creek, below the Seven Hills industrial estate. These
major incidents caused many fish, eels and other aquatic animals to
be killed. The local authorities are still investigating these incidents,
but they need your help.

If you notice any unusual amount of oil or other chemicals in local
creek call your local council immediately so they can take action to
clean up the creek and hopefully catch the person or company
responsible. The help of the local community is essential if we are
going to stamp out illegal dumping in local creeks.

North Wentworthville Flood Plan adopted
Parramatta City Council has adopted the North Wentworthville
Floodplain Management Plan, the first such plan formally adopted in
this catchment. It also approved new zonings for the area under the
Parramatta Comprehensive Local Environment Plan.  Draft plans were
publicly exhibited late last year. These resulted from a combined flood
management and urban planning study of the area north of the
railway line. That study built upon the 1997/98 North Wentworthville
Floodplain Management Study commissioned by the Trust. 

• Catherine McAuley,
Westmead

• Parramatta Marist Brothers

• Mitchell High School

• Seven Hills High School

• Greystanes High School

• Cerdon College

• Tara Anglican School for Girls

• Northmead High School

• Cumberland High School

• James Ruse Agricultural High
School

• The Kings School

Snapshots
Water Sensitive Urban Design
in the Sydney Region
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